
  Linda Ereg will be receiving the Williamston Schools’ Educator 
of the Year Award at the Inaugural Chamber of Commerce Award 
Dinner set for tonight from 7-9 pm. Cost to attend the dinner is $30. 
This award, one of several given out at the banquet, honors members of 
the community who are “the best of the best” and have gone above and 
beyond to make Williamston great. Nomination considerations include: 
being an esteemed teacher, helping with student events, collaboration 
skills, leadership, and visibility in the district. Awards for Chamber 
Member of the Year, Public Servant of the Year, Service Organization of 
the Year, and Williamston Red Cedar Garden Club’s Garden Volunteer 
of the Year will also be awarded at the banquet tonight. 
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 Being an Uber driver 
may be a hot new job for young 
people with a smartphone, but 
we also have two Wlliamston 
teachers living this smartphone 
cabbie life.

Robert Duffey has been 
an Uber driver since May, and 
it sounds like it’s been a rather 
thrilling experience for him thus 
far. He enjoys his life out on the 
road, and as proved by his long-
standing 4.96-star rating: he’s 
pretty good at what he does.

“I enjoy doing it 
because I enjoy connecting 
with other people. Generally, 
I feel like the people I’ve 
driven around have been really 
interesting to talk to. Many of 
them are from other countries, 
many of them are from a 
different generation, and I 
enjoy talking with them. And 
they make me laugh. I find that 
interesting,” said Duffey. 

Duffey went on to say 
that some of the most interesting 
Uber experiences occur when 
people call Uber for another 
person: husbands for wives, 
mothers for kids, or children for 
their elderly parents.

“People call Uber for 
their kids! Like, I’ll get an Uber 
for ‘Mary’, and I’ll say: ‘I’m 
here Mary at the East Lansing 
Library, I don’t see ya’ ‘, and 
she’ll say: “it’s a tall kid,” 
because she called it for her 
son. “Tall kid with an orange 
hoodie,” ya know, and he’s just 
standing there all weird and I 
gotta say “Hey, c’mon...get in 
the car kid…” 

Despite the occasional 
awkward encounter with a 
greasy-teen with undeveloped 
social skills, it seems as if 
Duffey is deeply passionate 
about his Uber. He even 
purchased his first-ever IPhone 
last spring for the single reason 
that he needed one in order 
to become an Uber driver. 
Perhaps... this has been his 
dream all along. 

“I’ve always wanted 
to drive a cab. I’ve told my 
wife this for many many years, 
and it was always a concern 
about safety issues. But because 
with Uber there’s no money 
exchange...the concern is much 
less. I really think that even 
though social media connects 
everybody, I think that people 
are more lonely than ever. I’m 
always amazed at the stories I 
get when people hop in the car 
-- complete strangers -- and they 

just open up.”

 Mr.Hampton has been 
also been an Uber driver for 
one year and first began his 
cab-career when a buddy of his 
recommended him for the job. 
“At the time, I was trying to 
make a little extra money. So, 

[my buddy] gave me a referral, 
and when I completed so many 
drives, he got a bonus and I got a 
bonus,” he said.  

 Hampton, being an 
even longer standing Uber 
driver than Mr.Duffey, found 
that meeting all types of people 
during his Uber-drives is both 
interesting, and loads of fun. 
“There’s kind of a pattern to 
[who calls an Uber and when]. 
So, like after a football game or 
something I’ll go out and Uber 
for a couple hours on a Friday 
night...and typically, I mean, [I 
get] the people who are going 
out to party and all that kind 
of stuff, so they’re entitled and 
they’re funny and they think 
they have all the answers just 
because they’re twenty-two 
years old and whatever...so 
that’s fun. But if you go out on a 
Sunday afternoon, you get a lot 
of international students who are 
going to Meijer to get groceries 
or out to lunch, or that kind of 
thing. During the election time, 
when we were getting our new 
president...I picked up a lady 
from China and she said ‘well, 
at least you GET to vote.’, and I 
was like ‘Ah, now there’s a good 
perspective!’” 

Similar to Duffey, 
Hampton also has a surplus 
of hilarious stories of his 
experiences as an Uber driver. 
Hampton told The Sting one 
in particular where a woman 
thought she was going to 
upchuck in Hampton’s back seat: 
he ended up letting her out a few 
blocks before their stop. 

Uber: Who’s Behind the Wheel?
By: Haley Nichols
Managing editor

Eva Wrightsman: Secretary

Background: Mrs. Wrightsman grew up in Lansing 
and attended school in the Okemos district. At OHS, 
Mrs. Wrightsman started a bible/leadership ministry 
program at her school. After high school, she 
attended a bible training institute. Although she has 
not worked in a school before, Mrs. Wrightman has 
worked in youth and children’s ministry for a total 
of 11 years. She originally wasn’t going to apply to 
the schools listing because of a longer commute and 
emotional attachment.

Quote about Williamston: “There are lots of 
favorites, but main reason I love it is the people. The 
staff and students are fun, happy, and all contribute 
to the high morale that is felt across the district.”

Ann Fritts: Earth Science teacher

Background: Mrs. Fritts grew up in Holt as well as 
Harbor Beach near the “thumb” of Michigan. She 
then attended both Central Michigan and Marygrove 
for her masters as well as bachelor’s degrees. After 
finishing her education, Mrs. Fritts returned back 
to Holt and taught as a parapro for seven years in 
the district, but then decided she wanted to pursue 
a science degree. She was assigned to intern here in 
WCS all the way back in 1997, the rest is history!

Quote about Williamston: Fritts loves “The small 
town sense of community and the commitment to 
our students and families.”

Georgianna Baldwin: Work-Based 
Learning and Business teacher

Background: Mrs. Baldwin grew up in Saint 
Petersburg, Florida. A family member of hers was 
in the military so she moved around various times, 
even has far as Japan! For college, Baldwin has 
received a bachelor’s degree from Central Michigan 
University, and master’s degree from Florida West 
University, and is currently working on her second 
masters at the University of West Florida and is 
expecting to graduate in the spring. She has taught 
on five separate occasions in Alabama and Michigan. 

Quote about Williamston: “[I] applied for various 
positions that were posted and was offered a position 
by 2 other high school but selected Williamston 
because I had a good feeling of “home” here in this 
community and during the interviews.”

Lindsey Snyder: Choir teacher, Theater 
Director

Background: Ms. Snyder grew up in Lapeer, 
Michigan but then later moved to Okemos and is a 
proud graduate of OHS. After high school, Snyder 
attended Michigan State University. Although she 
has interned in both Waverly and Haslett schools, 
Williamston is Ms. Snyder’s first technical teaching 
job. She is very excited, stating “There has been 
many moment after the last few months where I 
thought ‘I really wish I could- oh wait, I can!’” 
In addition to interviews for her position, Snyder 
was also required to go through an audition with 
members of last year’s choir program.

Quote about Williamston: “I have not met an 
unfriendly person yet. I have been supported by so 
many teachers.”

Fresh faces at WHS 
By: Kennedy Farris
Photographer

“So they’re entitled 
and they’re funny 
and they think they 
have all the answers 
just because they’re 
twenty-two years old 
and whatever...”
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Uber Drivers: Mr. Duffey and Mr. Hampton both enjoy being drivers for Uber.

Ereg shines for local award

Editor’s note: The Dope or Nope section that follows is the opinion of the staff.

Dope or Nope
● Anyone else
● Bob Ross
● Elon Musk
● Snapchat
● Thigh chat
● Hot Dog costume
● Showers
● 
● Swimming
● Wrestling
● Stranger things season 2
● Netflix

●  Lil Pump
● Picasso
● Zuckerburg
● Snapchat crashes
● Calf chat 
● Cat costume
● Baths
● B 
● Being bald
● Skin Fungus
● Riverdale season 2
● Netflix price increase


